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Boston Hub Moving Planet 9/24  

First Visioning Meeting 
5/31/11  

Harvard Epworth Church, Cambridge, MA 
 

 
Overview 
 
Over 40 people gathered on the evening of Tuesday, May 31st to start envisioning and 
planning Boston’s Moving Planet 9/24 event.  The goal of the event is to bring out 5,000 
people to show that there is political and community will to move beyond fossil fuels as a 
way to address the climate crisis.   
 
People shared many great ideas!  There was concern about not having a clear “ask” and 
we need to develop this.   
 
The group brainstormed, talked, synthesized and came up with a general sketch of what 
the day could look like: thousands of people descending from different areas of the 
region, moving without fossil fuels, by foot, bike, scooter, horseback, boat to a central 
fossil-fuel free event in Boston!  The day should communicate a strong unified message 
to our leaders and fellow citizens, through creative visuals and art and include a wide 
range of stakeholders.  Please consider yourselves all part of the outreach team, and we 
would love your input on what constituencies we haven’t yet reached! 
 
Committees to flesh out more specifics about the various components of the event were 
formed.  One person in each committee volunteered to set up and facilitate a first 
committee meeting between now and the next large group meeting that will take 
place on Tuesday, June 21s at 7:30pm (location TBA).  Please consider joining one of 
the committees!  You can let Vanessa know which one you’d like to join by emailing 
vrule@betterfutureproject.org and she will put you in touch with the appropriate person. 
 
The list of attendees can be found at the end of this document.  
 
Outline of meeting 

1. Intros and welcome 
2. About Moving Planet and what we are doing here today  
3. Envisioning the event: popcorn brainstorming (p. 2) 
4. Stakeholder groups to engage and partner with/who is not in the room? (p. 4) 
5. Small group discussions to synthesize brainstormed ideas and develop proposal 
for event  
6. Small group report back (p. 5) 
7. Identifying and organizing sub-committees to enact vision (p. 6) 
8. Next steps:  
 – Attendees volunteer to join committees and make a plan to meet 
 -- Next meeting large group meeting set for Tuesday, June 21 at 7:30pm. Location TBA 
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Large group brainstorming ideas 

 
Messaging: 
- Make it positive: 
  > We are building towards a healthy/better future 
  > People with green jobs, show the benefits of transition (one way is to do this through     
speaker)  
- Educate people about the impacts of climate change 
We need to act to prevent severe weather events (more tornadoes, stronger hurricanes, 
floods, droughts, wildfires) 
- Build on the Wisconsin populist solidarity economy message with take back and clean 
up our democracy 
- Communicate human cost of climate change 
- Ask Kerry and Brown to issue a joint statement 
- Ask people to express what their vision of a better future is (engage elementary school 
kids through the elderly) – do interviews, art, etc… 
 
 
”Moving” part of the event: 
- Reverse Paul Revere route, raising the alarm (“climate change is coming! Climate 
change in coming!”) 
- 14 groups of 350 people descending on Boston on bikes, scotters, wheelchairs, 
horseback, non fossil-fuel powered boats, strollers and other people transport that work 
for the very old and the very young 
- Go from Salem coal plant to wind turbines/ Move from existing fossil-fuel power plant to 
renewable technology 
- People not moving for a period of time, them move! (at 3:50pm?) 
- Fun/festive/puppets/stilt walking/visuals 
- Marathon/Race for the Climate/5 K runs/walks relay-run to Boston sponsored or not 
- Large groups of people come into Boston with coal that we will re-bury (do a little non-
violent civil disobedience) 
- Don’t block highways 
- Bikes are good but worry about how message will get spun by the right (we could 
include electric cars) 
- March walking backward to demonstrate what fossil fuels do to us 
- March and/or "movable feast" through each Boston's neighborhood to show unity. 
Maybe with a transition theme? And/or re-localization? (idea submitted via email) 
- Other cities are combining transportation and power generation by having their 
marches start at a fossil fuel power plant and end at a wind turbine. Many groups 
elsewhere are organizing bike rides and some are calling for expanded mass transit too. 
Some are gathering at big bridges or tunnels designed for only car transport. It'd be 
great to find a way to have the Boston-area event call for new funding streams for MBTA 
service improvements, especially in communities that are transit-dependent.  A long 
march with bike escort that would pull together many of these ideas: Start at the natural 
gas-fueled Boston Generating Station near Sullivan Square, walk through Chelsea, over 
the Meridian St Bridge to East Boston, through the Sumner Tunnel (either on our own or 
on T buses) to call attention to the lack of walking and biking options for that 
neighborhood, then along the Boston waterfront to end in South Boston or Dorchester  
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somewhere with a view of the IBEW turbine. I'm guessing that would be about 8 miles so 
maybe 4 hours of walking. (idea submitted via email) 
 
Boston/central event idea: 
- Use a bike-powered sound system (Melodeego) 
- Tables, booths, speakers on the impact of climate change on human rights 
- Fun/festive/puppets/stilt walking/visuals 
- Giant circles of people holding hands 
- Interfaith worship service before central event 
- Join smaller events together 
- involve children – poster contest? 
- Invite a celebrity with local roots that will attract new people 
- Invite a magician to make the climate disappear  
 
Visuals: 
- Clips of real people being affected by fossil fuels 
- Artwork/video contest 
- Fly a lot of kites with big holes in them or kitchen sponges/scrubbers attached 
- New water line made by people to provide aerial visual 
- Fun/puppets 
 
Other themes and ideas to include: 
- Call Senators w/invitation to attend (many individuals make the invitation) 
- Chamber of Commerce doesn’t speak for me! 
- Do something practical (helping people, lowering footprint) 
- People contribute vision of a better world without fossil fuels 
- Have people donate at event and use funds to see a flagship project to make a 
difference 
- Planting red tulips on land (tree pits, yards, random patches of ground) to "stake it out" 
to plant things in the spring. The red tulips would pop up in the spring like pins on a map 
that could be tracked. Maybe someone else can run with this. Maybe a trail of tulips (like 
the Freedom Trail?) threading through Boston's neighborhoods...Fall is tulip planting 
season. (idea submitted via email) 
- A sub group engaging in non-violent civil disobedience 
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PARTNERS WE WANT TO ENGAGE 

 
We discussed who was not in the room and did not have time to brainstorm an 
exhaustive list.   Please help us identify who else we should be reaching out to!  At this 
stage, please email Vanessa at vrule@betterfutureproject.org to do so! 
 
Alternative Transportation 
Work with Hub on Wheels (which is 9/25) 
Mass Bay Transit Authority (MBTA) 
 
Sustainable Economy 
Green jobs initiatives (like Green Justice Committee, SoChange, “carrot mob”) 
Labor unions/people democracy/solidarity economy 
 
Public Health Groups 
Asthma, cancer, social justice/environmental justice advocacy and impacted groups and 
communities 
 
Diverse and low-income communities 
Do the work to engage diverse communities and groups (building relationships takes 
time, so start NOW!” 
reach out to all communities and to people most affected 
partner with Renew Boston to involve low-income communities 
 
 
Faith communities 
GBIO and Cooperative Metropolitan Ministries 
Black Ministries Alliance 
Homeless Ministry 
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION REPORT BACKS 

(synthesizing ideas from large group brainstorm /begin to imagine the event) 
 
The group divided into 5 small groups to have a discussion about the ideas generated 
during the brainstorm and make recommendations based on these of what the event 
could look like.   
  
Group 1 
- Walk-a-thon or bike-a-thon (or both!) 
- Each person could represent something they may lose because of climate change 
(through dressing up, a sign, etc…) 
- Meet in central location in Boston – coming in from outlying towns 
- Make this event visual – show positive and negative – connect the dots by making 
many small bits combine to create something big 
 
Group 2 
- March/walk with sponsorship 
- Include kids – they are the key 
- Partner with Dpt. Of Transportation to get people there via public transportation 
- Build on US Chamber Campaign and engage businesses (give visibility to the 
businesses who have endorsed that campaign) 
- Provide a unified message 
- Communicate the concept of “race against time” 
- Use event to “connect the dots” showing how different parts of New England come 
together 
- Include some pre-event events as part of outreach 
 
Group 3 
- People outside  Boston gather into groups comprised of 5 to 6 communities and travel 
to Boston without fossil fuels 
- Have central Boston event like a Greenfest/Fossil Free Fest with food, fun, speakers, 
and civil disobedience 
- Make sure people are sent out to DO something afterwards 
- At central event, have speakers affected by climate change (including children) 
 
Group 4 
- Walking/getting to Boston Common via a 5K run – converge to Boston Common 
- Shut down roads to cars on the way to the City 
- Collect people’s (personal) statements for politicians, pledge for increasing way to live 
beyond fossil fuels 
- Gather at large event on the Common 
 
Group 5 
- Open opportunity – community outside Boston hold events 
- All travel to Boston in manner that doesn’t require fossil fuels (sail, bike, walk, run, 
etc…) 
- At central even – carbon check-out stations, make a pledge/fulfill an ask 
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SUBCOMMITTEES 

 
The group came up with subcommittee areas to organize the event.  People volunteered 
to serve on one of these – although there is room for pitching in several areas if one is 
interested in doing so. 
 
>  Outreach  (although there is an outreach committee, everyone should think of 
themselves as a key player in doing outreach!  It’s going to take all of us to mobilize 
5,000 people!) 
> “Moving” people to Boston  
> Visual/creative/fun   
> Central event design and logistics 
> Messaging, website, media and communication 
> Disruption/NVCD 
 
Didn’t get brought up: media, fundraising! 
 
 
 

LIST OF ATTENDEES (who signed in) 
 
Alex Volfson, Framingham Sierra Club 
Alison Altman, First Parish Cambridge 
Audrey Shulman, HEET 
Ben Stump, Somerville Climate Action 
Conrad Willeman, Transition Newburyport 
Craig Altemose, Better Future Project 
David Lands, Greenpeace 
Denise Provost, MA House of Reps 
Elizabeth Marcus, Transition Newburyport 
Elizabeth Redlich, Students for a Just and Stable Future (SJSF)/Worcester 
Elyssa Bailey, Melodeego and MA-movement group 
Fran Ludwig, Mass Interfaith Power and Light 
Fred Small , First Parish Cambridge 
Joanna Herlihy, Cambridge Climate Coalition 
John Pitkin, Cambridge Climate Coalition 
Josh Lynch, Free-lancer 
Kate Toomey, Moving planet sign up 
Kalia Lydgate, Marion Institute 
Katie Chin, BC Student 
Katie Giddings , Moving planet sign up, Salem SAFE 
Katie MacDonald, UMass Amherst SJSF 
Katrina Crocker, SJSF 
Ken Ward, Apeiron Institute and JP Greenhouse 
Kerry Thompson, MA-movement and Awakening the Dreamer facilitator 
Lori Segall, Somerville, MCAN board 
Mark Files Schwaller, Melodeego 
Nathan Murphy, Sustainable South Shore 
Nicholas Hayes, Medford/GIVE 
Rob Moir, Ocean River Institute 
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Roger Shamel, Global Warming Education Network 
Rouwenna Lamm, Alliance for Climate Education 
Sasha Keyel Mass Council of Churches Eco-Justice Working Group and University 
Lutheran in Harvard Square area 
Marla Marcum, Better Future Project 
Sean Delmore, College Ave UMN 
Stephen Karger, Somerville Resident 
Sue Greer, friend of Karen Schlomy 
Susan Altman, Massachusetts Climate Action Network 
Susan Labandibar, Sustainable Network of Greater Boston and TECH Networks 
Susan Shamel, Global Warming Education Network 
Tom Olbert, CCEAG/CSFC 
Tom Thompson, MA-movement and Awakening the Dreamer 
Tyson Shelby, Somerville 
Vanessa Rule, Better Future Project 

 


